Fatal pneumonitis in children with metastatic rhabdomyosarcoma following whole lung radiotherapy and sequential epirubicin.
Interstitial pneumonitis is a recognized complication following whole lung radiotherapy. We report two cases in which fatal pneumonitis appeared to be precipitated by the administration of epirubicin-containing combination chemotherapy within 7 weeks of completion of whole lung radiotherapy. These cases highlight a potentially fatal interaction between radiotherapy and modern chemotherapy regimens.